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KIRKHAM  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

HDebical  ©fftcev  of  Ibealtb, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  KIRKHAM 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  as  to  the 
Health,  Mortality,  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Urban  District 
for  1900. 

The  only  outbreak  of  disease  of  an  infectious  nature  and 
causing  anxiety  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  when  Measles 
and  Influenza  were  epidemic.  The  Influenza  was  of  a mild  type, 
and  no  deaths  resulted.  Two  deaths  from  Influenza  were  reads- 

O 

tered  during  the  year. 

The  Measles  epidemic  was  confined  at  its  first  onset  to  the 
east  side  of  the  town,  it  was  spreading  so  rapidly  that  I found  it 
advisable  to  close  the  Church  Schools  for  fourteen  days.  On  visit- 
ing the  Roman  Catholic  Schools,  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  there 
was  an  entire  immunity  from  the  disease  amongst  the  children. 
The  outbreak  showed  no  signs  of  abating,  and,  in  February,  I 
found  it  necessary  to  close  the  Church  of  England  Schools  for  a 
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further  period  of  fourteen  days.  By  this  time  the  epidemic  was 
universal  throughout  the  town,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Element- 
ary Schools  were  also  closed  for  a fortnight.  One  death  was  regis- 
tered in  March,  although  at  the  end  of  this  month  the  outbreak 
was  rapidly  dying  out.  Isolated  cases  of  Measles  appeared  at  long 
intervals.  In  August  and  October  two  more  deaths  occurred,  both 
complicated  with  pneumonia. 

During  March  the  health  of  the  town  had  greatly  improved, 
and,  although  seven  deaths  were  recorded,  they  were  from  general 
diseases. 

In  April  we  had  twelve  deaths,  the  highest  number  during 
the  same  month  for  the  past  six  years.  None  were  from  zymotic 
disease,  four  were  from  lung  trouble,  three  of  persons  over  80  years 
of  age,  one  from  Influenza,  the  rest  from  general  ailments. 

In  May  eight  deaths  were  registered,  all  from  general  dis- 
eases, and  in  June  there  were  five.  This  brings  the  total  deaths  for 
the  second  quarter  of  the  year  to  25,  the  highest  number  recorded 
for  this  quarter  of  the  year  since  1895. 

During  the  next  three  months  the  health  of  the  town  was 
satisfactory,  although  a death  from  Measles,  complicated  with  lung 
trouble,  was  registered  in  August ; also,  in  the  same  month,  a case 
of  English  Cholera. 

The  last  quarter  of  the  year  was  remarkable  for  the  few 
deaths  registered,  they  only  numbered  eleven  ; this  is  a record,  and 
forms  a marked  contrast  to  the  quarter  ending  June. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS . 


The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1900  is  4,176. 
On  this  basis  the  following  statistics  are  reckoned  : — 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  857  acres. 

Marriages. — 137  marriages  were  solemnized  in  the  Urban 
District.  The  marriage-rate  is  33  per  1000.  The  marriages  took 
place  as  follows  : — At  the  Parish  Church,  32  ; the  Ptoman  Church, 
4 ; Congregational  Church,  5 ; Wesleyan  Chapel,  1 ; Kegistrar’s 
Office,  105. — Total,  137. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year 
was  123.  The  birth-rate  per  1000  of  the  inhabitants  is  29,  which 
is  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  Of  the  births,  56  were 
boys  and  67  girls. 

Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  is  72. 
In  addition,  5 deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  of  persons  belong- 
ing to  the  Kirkham  Urban  District,  which  brings  the  total  to  77, 
giving  a death-rate  of  18’  per  1000.  Of  the  deaths,  6 were  80 
years  and  upwards ; 1 over  90.  Three  died  from  Measles,  5 from 
Phthisis,  and  2 from  Influenza.  17  were  of  children  under  twelve 
months.  35  deaths  were  males  and  42  females. 

Infantile  Death-rate.— Of  the  123  children  born,  17  did 
not  live  until  the  age  of  twelve  months.  This  gives  an  Infantile 
Death-rate  of  138  per  1000,  which  is  higher  than  for  the  past  two 
years,  but  lower  than  the  average  since  these  statistics  were  kept, 
which  is  146. 


Debility  from  Birth 


The  Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  were— 

Birth  . . 5 Enteritis 


2 

1 

1 

1 


Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Meningitis 


3 Laryngismus 

2 Infantile  Jaundice 
2 Dentition  . * 
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Table  showing  Deaths  per  Quarter  for  past  10  years. 


Year. 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter 

1891 

17 

28 

17 

27 

1892 

50 

...  19 

17 

24 

1893 

33 

15 

...  32 

...  27 

1894 

31 

16 

11 

18 

1895 

16 

41 

...  16 

26 

1896 

19 

14 

16 

20 

1897 

16 

21 

5 

21 

1898 

...  14 

14 

...  13 

16 

1899 

11 

11 

...  12 

16 

1900 

...  22 

25 

14 

11 

Table 

showing  Birth, 

Death,  Zymotic  and  Infantile 

Death-rate  for  past  10  years. 

Zymotic 

Infantile 

Year. 

Birtli-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Death-rate 

1891 

30-0  .. 

22-2 

•74 

...  216 

1892 

31-9 

27-4 

...  *99 

...  242 

1893 

31-0  .. 

2D3 

.9 

...  218 

1894 

29-0  .. 

19-0 

*7 

...  84 

1895 

...  30-9  .. 

18*9 

•7 

...  190 

1896 

...  29'0  .. 

16-8 

1.4 

...  183 

1897 

...  30  T 

12-9 

...  Nil 

...  153 

1898 

29-0  .. 

16-0 

•9 

...  114 

1899 

23-5 

14*0 

•4 

...  112 

1900 

29-0 

18*0 

1*4 

...  138 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — There  were  six  deaths  from  prevent- 
ive disease.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  1*4  per.  1000.  Higher 
than  recorded  for  ten  years.  The  deaths  were — 3 from  Measles 
complicated  with  chest  trouble  in  each  case,  2 from  Diarrhoea,  and 
1 from  English  Cholera. 


Table  showing  Diseases  Notified  during  past  10  years. 


1S91 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Total 

Smallpox  

.. 

15 

6 

21 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

1 

i 

1 

4 

i 

23 

i 

2 

i 

35 

Diphtheria  .... 

, , 

4 

i 

. , 

1 

i 

hr 

7 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

. . 

. , 

. . 

. . 

. . 

, , 

. . 

Relapsing  Fever 

, . 

, . 

. . 

, . 

. , 

. . 

Cholera 

Membranous 

1 

l 

2 

Croup  

, , 

. . 

. . 

. . 

1 

. , 

, , 

1 

Typhoid  Fever. . 

7 

i 

4 

3 

3 

2 

4 

8 

2 

3 

37 

Continued  Fever 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

i 

i 

2 

i 

i 

10 

Puerperal  Fever 

i 

1 

2 

10 

4 

25 

14 

6 

27 

5 

10 

7 

7 

115 

Scarlet  Fever . — The  one  case  notified  was  decidedly  imported. 
The  advantage  of  prompt  notification  was  shown  in  this  case,  as 
measures  were  at  once  taken  to  prevent  its  spread ; fortunately 
with  success. 


Diphtheria. — The  one  case  was  of  a mild  type.  Efficient 
isolation  could  be  adopted,  and  no  other  case  occurred,  although 
this  was  one  of  a family  of  six. 

English  Cholera. — One  death  was  certified  as  due  to 
English  Cholera.  No  cause  could  be  assigned  for  it.  No  other 
case  occurred  amongst  the  family. 

Typhoid  Fever — We  always  have  with  us,  and  always  shall, 
in  a town  which  was  in  existence  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  and 
in  which  buildings  have  been  erected  in  days  when  sanitary  science 
was  unknown.  The  result  being  that  danger  traps  are  constantly 
unearthed.  Of  the  three  cases,  one  was  imported  from  a northern 
county;  in  the  other  two  cases  sanitary  defects  were  found  and 
remedied. 


Erysipelas. — One  case,  very  mild,  was  notified. 

No  case  of  Typhus,  Relapsing  Fever,  Membranous  Croup, 
Puerperal  Fever,  or  Smallpox  was  notified. 

Measles. — I have  already  dealt  with  the  Measles  epidemic 
in  the  beginning  of  my  report. 
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Diarrhoea. — The  two  deaths  from  this  disease  were  both  in 
young  children.  The  deaths  were  not  attributed  to  any  secondary 
complication. 

Influenza  was  with  us  more  or  less  throughout  the  year,  but 
not  so  virulent  or  so  infectious  as  in  former  years.  Two  deaths 
are  due  to  this  cause,  both  cases  being  complicated  with  hyperpyrexia. 

Phthisis. — The  deaths  from  this  disease  were  five.  In  three 
cases  it  was  hereditary.  The  death-rate  is  IT  per  1000. 

Arsenic  Poisoning. — Samples  of  beer  were  taken  in  the 
town  for  analysis  by  the  County  Authorities.  Several  samples 
were  found  to  contain  arsenic.  On  enquiry  I find  that  three  cases 
of  beer  poisoning  have  been  under  treatment  in  the  Urban  District. 
No  deaths  were  registered  from  this  source. 


REPORT  ON  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  TOWN. 


Pig-keeping. — A Bye-law  adopted  by  the  Council  not 
allowing  swine  to  be  kept  within  the  distance  of  60  feet  from  a 
dwelling-house  came  into  force  on  January  3rd,  1900.  This  Act 
was  complied  with  willingly,  with  one  exception,  which  resulted 
in  a prosecution.  There  has  been  no  further  trouble.  The  Bye-law 
has  greatly  improved  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town. 

Slaughter-houses  are  kept  in  good  order — regularly  lime- 
washed.  One  slaughter-house  I found  lacking  in  cleanliness  and 
necessary  accommodation  I condemned.  The  license  was  endorsed, 
and  no  structural  alteration  allowed. 

Lodging-houses. — The  two  common  lodging-houses  are 
well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  having  plenty  of  sleeping  accommoda- 
tion of  ample  cubic  capacity.  They  are  kept  in  good  order. 

Sewage  and  Refuse  Removal. — The  sewers  do  their  work 
in  an  efficient  manner.  They  are  of  the  old-fashioned  type,  but 
when  examined  are  always  found  clean,  and  never  choke  up.  The 
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disposal  of  the  town’s  refuse  from  ash-pits  will,  at  no  distant  date, 
have  to  be  seriously  considered,  as  available  ground  for  tipping  is 
rapidly  being  absorbed.  The  only  solution  of  the  difficulty  will  be 
to  build  a refuse  destructor. 

Bakehouses.  — The  bakehouses  are  clean  and  sweet ; 
evidently  well  managed.  No  fault  can  be  found  with  them. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supplied  by  the  Fylde  Water 
Board  maintains  its  well-known  excellence.  I received  two  com- 
plaints as  to  the  purity ; on  investigation,  I found  it  was  the  dead 
end  of  a supply ; letting  the  tap  run  for  a few  minutes  set  matters 
right.  The  quantity  of  water  is  ample  for  the  town’s  requirements. 

Housing  of  the  Working-classes  Act. — Under  the  above 
Act,  eight  houses  in  New  Row  were  condemned  as  not  fit  for 
habitation. 

KIRKHAM  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

•A— 

Summary  of  Sanitary  work  done,  and  Report,  for 
the  year  ending  December  Slst,  1900. 


Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Number  of  Notices  given  by  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  101 

Notice  to  lime-wash  and  cleanse  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Drains  opened  out  and  defects  made  good  ...  ...  ...  40 

Privies  improved  and  raised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Privies  converted  into  water-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Filthy  back  yards  cleansed  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ash-pits  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Lodging-house  notices  to  lime-wash  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cesspools  condemned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Prosecution  at  Police  Court  re  Pig-keeping  ...  ...  ...  1 


HENRY  HUDSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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FYLDE  UNION  WORKHOUSE. 

. =T<»-  ^ • 

In  the  Infirmary,  206  cases  were  under  treatment  during  the 

year. 

The  deaths  numbered  39.  Nine  were  from  Diseases  of  the 
Lungs,  3 from  Heart  Disease,  11  from  Senile  Decay,  and  the  rest 
from  General  Diseases. 

Two  deaths  only  of  infants  under  one  year  from  Congenital 
Syphilis  and  Tubercular  Meningitis. 

Of  the  deaths,  25  were  from  Blackpool,  6 from  Fleetwood, 
5 from  Kirkham,  2 from  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea,  and  1 from  Fylde 
Rural  District. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  well  maintained.  The 
food  supplied  is  varied,  ample,  and  well  served. 

I am,  &c., 

W.  W.  SHAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  following  Tables  (I.,  II.,  III.  and  IV.)  are  issued  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  Tables  A and  B by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


(I.)  FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Kirkham. 
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* Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Total  population  at  all  ages 4003  1 

Area  of  this  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) 857.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  861  • At  Census  of  1891. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . . 4-6 


12 


(li.) 


Names  of 
Localities. 

Kirkham  Urban  District. 

Year 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle  of 
each  year 

Births  registered 

Deaths  at  all  ages 

i j 

Deaths  under 

1 year 

a 

b 

c 

d 

1890 

4074 

137 

106 

189 

1891 

4003 

121 

152 

266 

1892 

4011 

128 

163 

242 

1893 

4020 

128 

130 

218 

1894 

4052 

118 

90 

84 

1895 

4067 

126 

99 

190 

1896 

4076 

120 

94 

183 

1897 

4085 

123 

100 

153 

1898 

4094 

122 

92 

114 

1899 

4125 

107 

92 

112 

Averages  of  } 

Years  1890  l 

4060 

123 

111 

175 

to  1899  J 

1900 

4176 

123 

111 

138 

(111.)  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  during  the  year  1900. 
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(IV.)  OA  USES  OF,  A ND  A GES  A T,  DEA  Til  during  the  year  1900. 


Causes  of  Death 


Smallpox. 
Measles  . 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at 
subjoined  Ages. 
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CO 
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Deaths  m Localities 
(at  all  Ages). 


o 

3 

d 

eu- 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

Croup 

Croup  


i Typhus  

Fever  j Enteric  

( Other  Continued  . . 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera  

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  Fever  

Erysipelas  

Other  Septic  Diseases 

Phthisis  

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.. 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease.. 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy  

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 
tory Organs  

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of 

Liver  

Venereal  Diseases 


Premature  Birth  

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

Parturition  

Heart  Diseases 

Accidents  

Suicides  

All  other  causes  


1 
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All  causes 
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(B)  TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  GASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the 
knowledge  c>f  the.  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1900,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Kirhham,  classified 
according  to  Diseases , Ages  and  Localities. 
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Names  of  Local- 
ities adopted  for 
the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics  ; 
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Kirkham  Urban . 
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Notification  of  Infections  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  February  1st,  1890.  No  Permanent  Hospital  for  Isolation. 


